Frontenac CFDC Helps Bring High-Speed to the County
of Frontenac
The Frontenac CFDC is pleased to
have financially supported a number
of projects to expand broadband
coverage in the County of Frontenac
and continues to make high-speed
access a priority initiative. It has been
identified as such through our
community consultations and the
Business Expansion and Retention
surveys completed by the County. In
this increasing wired world, rural
businesses need access to an
affordable broadband connection to
be competitive - to promote their
products and services, facilitate the
sale of goods to global markets and
to enable rural residents to create and
maintain local employment.
With the help of the Frontenac
CFDC, Ockham Communications
has been able to provide a reliable
and affordable connection to the
internet for businesses and residents
in parts of the County of Frontenac.
Shawn Gee, Founder and Director of
Ockham accessed funding through
the Frontenac CFDC and the Eastern
Ontario Development Program
(EODP) to assist with the cost of
construction and infrastructure.
Working with Utilities Kingston and
the Township of Central Frontenac,
the Frontenac CFDC assisted in
funding toward the installation of
wireless infrastructure in Cloyne,
Plevna and Mountain Grove. The
City of Kingston, through Utilities
Kingston, have built and operate an

Utilities Kingston to Wireless
Internet Service Providers so that
they may provide high speed access
to local residents and businesses and
a company called Omni-Globe is in
the process of rolling out their
service. An additional $7000 was
provided by Frontenac CFDC to the
Township of Central Frontenac for
infrastructure for the Mountain
Grove Installation.

Shawn Gee, Okham Communications

extensive fibre optic and fixed
wireless network throughout the rural
areas of the City of Kingston, the
Counties of Frontenac and L & A to
serve the Limestone District School
Board. However, 3 schools in
Frontenac were connected at very
low bandwidth because the cost to
build infrastructure to those remote
rural locations was cost prohibitive.
Through
funding
from
the
OMAFRA
Rural
Connections
program,
and
$75,000
from
Frontenac CFDC’s EODP program,
Utilities Kingston was able to extend
their existing fixed wireless backbone
to
these
communities.
This
infrastructure was made available by

At the time of writing this newsletter,
the County of Frontenac is
submitting an application to the
province to fund the expansion of
broadband service and the Frontenac
CFDC board is reviewing funding
applications to expand the service
area. To assist business owners and
employees with their computer skills,
Frontenac CFDC is pleased to be
able once again to support Northern
Connections
and
Hartington
Learning Centre in their training
programs. As well, plans are
underway to provide workshops on
E-commerce this fall.
If you can not access adequate
internet service for your needs, please
provide the Frontenac CFDC with
your contact information including,
name, telephone number, civic
address, and email address if
applicable. This information is being
gathered to help build a business case
for ISPs to invest in additional
infrastructure to expand their service.
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FCFDC Appoints New Business Development Officer
Harrowsmith, ON - Elizabeth Crothers,
Chair of the Frontenac CFDC, is pleased
to announce the appointment of Mr.
David Smith as Business Development
Officer. In this position Dave will be
working closely with individuals looking to
start a business in the Frontenacs, existing
business owners and those looking to
relocate their business to the area. He will
be providing business consulting, advice
and workshops as well as commercial
financing.

in the Kingston and County of
Frontenac area. Dave also has many
years of successful management
experience and owned and operated a
small business for over 10 years. Dave
is “looking forward to providing
professional consulting and investment
financing for new business start-ups,
and assisting with the maintenance and
growth possibilities of existing small
business throughout the County of
Frontenac”.

Dave graduated from Carleton University
with an Honours Bachelor of Commerce
degree. He has had 16 years of banking
experience in the commercial lending field,
most recently

Dave invites both start-up and existing
business owners to drop by the
Frontenac CFDC or call him at 613372-1414 ext 202 to arrange an
appointment.

Dave Smith, Business Development Officer

Building Dreams at Frontenac Shores
Pat and Dave Storms first came to
Land O’ Lakes 12 years ago and were
amazed at the beauty of the Canadian
Shield. They purchased Twin Pine
Resort on Mississagagon Lake which at
that time included 34 trailer sites, 19
cabins, and a small store/restaurant.
After a few years of enduring the
extremes of running a seasonal
business, the Storms began looking for
ways to expand to a year round facility.
They were soon introduced to a new
concept called “Fractional Ownership”.
It took 3 years of research and
planning but finally Pat and Dave

Storms realized their dream. The
FCFDC provided the first crucial
funding and support for their
endeavour and on June 16, 2007
Frontenac Shores officially opened
its doors. The first building phase is
now nearly complete with 4
luxurious Confederation Log Homes
already occupied and 2 more under
construction. When fully completed,
Frontenac Shores will have 34 log
homes and an amenity building with
indoor pool, and exercise room. The
FCFDC is currently providing
Frontenac Shores with funding for

a full time intern through the Eastern
Ontario Development Program. “The
FCFDC was there for us financially and
resourcefully. We certainly appreciate the
jump start financially towards our
marketing efforts” states Dave Storms.
Frontenac Shores now employs 5 full
time and 2 part time employees and
support the community by using local
contractors, suppliers and housekeeping
services.

What is Fractional
Ownership?
Fractional ownership is partial ownership
of a property., Consider a large and
expensive property that may be difficult
to purchase and care for on your own.
Instead of becoming the sole owner, you
purchase a share of it, as do 9 other
people. Now, you own 1/10 of the
property and have others to share in the
burden of maintenance and taxes.
Fractionals are usually vacation and
leisure real estate.
For more information on Frontenac
Shores, phone 1-866-240-5194 or email
www.frontenacshores.com.

Interior view of a Confederation Log Home at Frontenac Shores

Agricultural Workshop:
Mark Saunders of Saunders
Farm

Community
Investments

In Fall of 2008 the CFDC will be hosting an agricultural
workshop with guest speaker Mark Saunders, Director of Fun at
the international award winning Saunders Farm. Mark has spoken
at over 40 conferences in Britain, the U.S and across Canada on
the topic of innovative agri-tourism.
Mark Saunders is the son of Bill Saunders who founded the
Saunders farm in 1975 as a “pick-your-own” strawberry farm.
Over the past 33 years and with two generations working
together, the farm has flourished into an innovative year-round
entertainment and educational facility with live mazes, splash
zones, themed festivals, and more.
The farm has won numerous awards for marketing and tourism,
as well as an International Farm Marketer of the Year award
North American Farmers Direct Marketing Association
(NAFDMA) – Saunders being the first Canadian farm to receive
the esteemed award.

Release of FCFDC Strategic Plan
The Board of Directors at the Frontenac CFDC is pleased to announce they have released their Strategic Plan for the
years 2008-2011.
The Frontenac CFDC held a series of five community consultations – one with participants of the Eastern Ontario
Development Program, plus individual community consultations in Plevna, Sharbot Lake, Verona and Wolfe Island - to
assist with the development of a renewed strategic plan and business plan for the organization. There is no
comprehensive economic development plan in place for the communities that make up Frontenac County. This strategic
plan therefore is not anchored in a larger framework, although the CFDC has consulted with the County, Land O’ Lakes
Tourism Association, Wolfe Island Business and Tourism Association, Eastern Ontario Development Program grant
recipients, as well as local entrepreneurs, community leaders and other groups involved in economic development
activities in the Frontenacs.
The mission statement of the organization is:
To stimulate community and economic development throughout the Frontenacs, aptly expressed by the
tag line… “building business, growing communities.”
Over and above its mandated services of consultative and investment support to businesses in the Frontenacs,
the Frontenac CFDC will place particular emphasis on two strategic objectives over the next three years.
1. The first overall strategic priority is to develop new year-round well-paid employment opportunities, whether
that involves working directly with businesses and other employers, through support for export and
marketing initiatives, or through contributions to development of necessary business/community
infrastructure.
2. The second overall strategic priority is to improve the visual appeal, range of local services and vitality of our
small communities to enhance our rural lifestyle.
The strategic plan can be viewed on our website at http://www.frontenaccfdc.com/index.cfm.

About the
Frontenac CFDC
The Frontenac Community Futures
Development Corporation is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
stimulate community and economic
development
throughout
the
Frontenacs. Run by a volunteer board
of directors and funded by Industry
Canada, the Frontenac CFDC offers
free business advice, workshops and
commercial financing to entrepreneurs
and those looking to start businesses
in the Frontenacs.
Ginny Trousedale, Trousdale’s General Store

The Frontenac CFDC also provides
support to initiatives that are
designed to stimulate economic
development in the County of
Frontenac, and business planning
assistance to community organizations.
Frontenac Community Futures
Development Corporation
4917 Highway 38, Harrowsmith,
Ontario K0H 1V0
613-372-1414 or
www.frontenaccfdc.com
Visit our website and make use of
the many on-line resources available
including business information and elearning courses
Promote your company FREE in
the on-line business directory or
advertise your community event
Sign up for notification of upcoming
events and news on our website.

Presentation teams focus on issues
such as downtown revitalization,
tourism development, investment
attraction,
quality
service
improvement, or broader community
The Frontenac CFDC is pleased to strategic planning efforts.
have funded the First Impressions
Community Exchange project for 3 Communities in Ontario have been
local communities.
Sydenham, participating in the First Impressions
Verona and Wolfe Island are all Community Exchange project since
participating in exchanges with 2005. Since then, many communities
similar sized communities in Ontario have taken action to support the
in order to gain a fresh perspective of recommendations made to them by
their own strengths and weaknesses their partner communities. Signage
in
appearance,
services
and has been improved, organizations
infrastructure. The visiting team will and clubs have been motivated to
provide constructive feedback to begin new projects, retailers are
help stimulate positive community encouraged and connected, long
action. This program is offered by term residents have a greater
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, appreciation for the communities
they live in.
Overall the First
Food and Rural Affairs OMAFRA.
Impressions project experience has
Within the First Impressions been given a positive and affirming
program,
two
comparable response from all of its participating
communities create a partnership and communities.
recruit teams to visit, observe and
record information about the other If your community is interested in
community. Once the data has been taking part in a First Impressions
compiled they travel again to the Community Exchange please contact
partner community and present their Bruce Moore at 613 283-7002 ext.
107 or bruce.g.moore@ontario.ca
findings in a public forum. In the

First Impressions
Community
Exchange
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