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FRONTENAC CFDC
building business ~ growing communities

About the Frontenac CFDC
The Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation (CFDC) is a
not-for-profit corporation governed by a volunteer board of directors and
funded by the Federal Development Agency of Southern Ontario (FedDev). Our mission is to stimulate community and economic development
throughout the Frontenacs – aptly expressed by the tag line “building
business … growing communities”.
Whether you are considering starting a small business in the Frontenacs,
seeking advice or financing for your existing business, or require assistance
for your community project, we can help. The Frontenac CFDC offers:
• Business information and counselling at no cost
• Commercial loans
• Interest-free loans*
• Community Economic Development
• Eastern Ontario Development Program (EODP)
* for eligible commercial projects and subject to available funding
The Frontenac CFDC board has identified “pivotal” areas of focus.
Food and Beverage – To attract, grow and retain small scale (artisanal)
food and beverage businesses.
Innovative Rural Opportunities - Foster and support businesses related
to the creative economy, rural entrepreneurship and niche agribusiness.
Promoting Businesses - Continue efforts in promoting local business
(including farm businesses), supporting businesses in self-promotion
and to facilitate linkages and networking opportunities.
Tourism - Encouraging and supporting efforts to expand and enhance
tourism businesses, events and activities. Support year-round tourism
and the modernization/upgrading of accommodations.
Awareness of CFDC Services and Programs - Continue to promote
awareness, understanding and support for CFDC services and programs
provided to individuals, businesses and community groups. This includes
keeping CFDC services “top of mind” for existing and past clients and
“reaching out” to individuals who have not previously dealt with the CF.
Other Frontenac CFDC programs and services include:
Visit our website frontenaccfdc.com and make use of the online
resources, business information and guides.
Promote your business for FREE in our online directory or submit your
business news for inclusion in our quarterly newsletter and /or social media
to anne@frontenaccfdc.com. In the newsletter and on Facebook, we include
news such as new business, new services or products being offered, business
anniversaries, etc. Include a photo sized appropriate for Facebook. We also accept short videos for our You Tube site and these may include a general info
piece about your business or a video on how you make your product.
Receive our quarterly newsletter electronically by subscribing
on our website to learn about local businesses, funding opportunities,
upcoming events and more.
Subscribe to our Blog by going to our website
Futurpreneur Canada supports young entrepreneurs with up to
$45,000 in financing and an expert business-mentor for up to two years.
Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation
5062 Rd 38, Harrowsmith, Ontario
613-372-1414, TF 1-888-372-9962
www.frontenaccfdc.com

“Like” us on Facebook and “Follow” us on Twitter for business tips, information and events and to learn about other businesses in the area. Or
check out the local businesses on our You Tube.
This project is funded by the Government of Canada.
Ce projet est financé par le Gouvernement du Canada.
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Building Business #inFrontenac
Each year at the Annual General Meeting the Frontenac
CFDC Board of Directors reports the results the organization has achieved back to the community it serves. This
year the board is pleased to announce that the total dollars
invested in building businesses in Frontenac, $1,776,925,
surpassed last year’s loan dollars by 38.7%. This is the fourth
consecutive year that the organization has exceeded the
prior year’s loan totals.
The Frontenac CFDC continues to offer flexible commercial loan financing up to a maximum of $250,000 to new
and existing business in the County of Frontenac. Our loans
can be either interest bearing or in some instances, a portion of the loan may be interest free. We are non-competitive with the financial institutions and we often partner
with them on projects to better serve our client’s needs.
The loans provided can be for various purposes such as
working capital, inventory, land or equipment purchases,
as well as renovations to commercial properties. To get a
sense of how these loans have impacted the businesses, a
few clients have given us permission to mention how we
have assisted them.
We have been working with Kevin and Melissa Phillips,
owners of Fernleigh Lodge on Kashawakamak Lake, since
2006 as they have renovated their cottages to allow for
year-round tourism. This year’s project was an extensive
renovation to the main lodge to allow for more seating in
the restaurant and a wheelchair accessible washroom. As
often happens with renovations, problems came up that
could not be detected prior to the commencement of the
work. Encouraging and supporting efforts to expand and
enhance tourism businesses is one of the Frontenac CFDC’s
strategic directions. So, we were happy to help Kevin and
Melissa with those unexpected costs and look forward to
dining in the renovated restaurant with the stunning lake
view.
When Core Lee and Jeff Day came across the Holiday
Country Manor in Battersea last spring, they saw it as an
ideal location for a destination location featuring accommodations and a food and beverage operation. Jeff had
hospitality experience from working at a Novotel in Toronto and Core Lee worked in a food production company.
When they decided to live their dream of owning their own
business, they turned to the Frontenac CFDC for assistance
in purchasing the old limestone inn.
Another of our strategic directions is to attract, grow and
retain small scale (artisanal) food and beverage businesses.
The Wolfe Island Spring Craft Brewery is one example of
a food and beverage business that we have invested in this
last year and their story is found on page 4. Another example is the Frontenac Cider Company. After inheriting
a farm in Sharbot Lake that had been in the family name
for 200 years, Rustin Hollywood and Lori Lafontaine set out

to determine an effective way to utilize the property. They
decided that part of their plan would be to start an apple cider production company, Frontenac Cider Company. Rustin and Lori came to the Frontenac CFDC for assistance to
plant their initial lot of apple trees, trellis supplies and drip
irrigation supplies. We look forward to the production of
the cider in two to three years.
Rob and Nancy Moore always dreamed of working for
themselves. So, when the opportunity presented itself to
purchase the Cardinal Café in Sharbot Lake they jumped
at the chance.   The sales of the speciality coffees, baked
goods, breakfast sandwiches and lunches were going well,
so well in fact that they required further infrastructure,
a commercial dishwasher, to keep up with the demands
of their growing business. They turned to the staff at the
Frontenac CFDC for assistance.
Reta and Roger Azulay have been the owner/operators
of Northway Hardware located in Inverary, Ontario for 30
years. When the Azulay’s had the opportunity to re-open
the LCBO agency store in Inverary they required financial
assistance with the start-up costs and they contacted the
Frontenac CFDC for assistance. Cheers to that.
While loans are an important part of how we help businesses owners; business counselling and connections are
also very important. Whether or not someone has a loan
with us, they may benefit from counselling to ensure projected cashflows are reasonable, discussing marketing
ideas or from introductions to other business owners or
programs. Please give us a call at 1-888-372-9962 or visit
www.frontenaccfdc.com to discuss how we can help you.

Results for the fiscal year 2016-17
Loans
$1,776,925 surpassed last year’s loan dollars by 38.7%
$1,257,000 in client’s own funds were invested for a
combined investment of $3,033,925
21 businesses assisted with loans (# 5 start ups, 12
existing, 4 expanding)
20 full-time jobs created and 73.5 maintained through the
loan program.
EODP
$454,454 invested
32 Business Development projects
5 Community Innovation projects (4 not-for-profits and
1 municipality)
8.5 permanent and 6 temporary jobs created, with 64
permanent and 23 temporary positions maintained

Do you have a good idea
to grow your business or for a project that will
provide economic impact to the community?
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Your project may be eligible for an Eastern Ontario Development
Program (EODP) grant. To obtain guidelines & applications or more info
check out our website at www.frontenaccfdc.com/services.cfm or call
(888)372-9962.
This project is funded by the Government of Canada.
Ce projet est financé par le Gouvernement du Canada.

For more on our services visit www.frontenaccfdc.com
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Eodp Approved Projects
Radiance

Radiance of the Ordinary
Project Summary: Funding provided to assist
recipient with market diversification in
Quebec. Dollar Amount: $1,257

of the Ordinary

Patchwork Gardens
Project Summary: Funding will assist in
equipment to provide business efficiencies
and expansion of crop production. Dollar
Amount: $9,050
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Hanna Meat Pies Ltd.
Project Summary: Funding will assist with business efficiencies, increased meat pie production. Dollar Amount: $3,252

IFMQJOHTNBMMCVTJOFTTFTTVDDFFEXJUIUFDIOPMPHZ
5ISPVHIXPSLTIPQT POFPOPOFDPBDIJOH BOE

K.P. Plumbing

POMJOFMFBSOJOH CVTJOFTTPXOFSTBSFCVJMEJOHUIFJS

Project Summary: Equipment purchases will allow Recipient to provide efficiencies for workload,
and skills training in order to provide a new service
to clients. Dollar Amount: $10,340

CVTJOFTTFTXJUIOFXBOEDPOOFDUFEUFDIOPMPHZ 
TPDJBMNFEJB CFUUFSPOMJOFQSFTFODF BOENPSF
QSPDFTTFTVTJOHUFDIOPMPHZ
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Frontenac Arch Biosphere Network
Project Summary: Funding towards 2 workshops that will provide guidance to tourist operators to attract the self-propelled
visitor. Dollar Amount: $8,500

For a full listing of EODP approved
projects, visit Success Stories at
http://frontenaccfdc.com/start/grants/

Community Improvement Plans
(CIPs) support community and economic development
through funding for building improvements within a
defined area. Commonly, projects focus on enhancing
storefronts and signage. There are four CIPs currently
offered in Frontenac.

Seed to Sausage
Project Summary: Consultant will conduct research and data collection to provide a marketing strategy for the business. Dollar
Amount: 21,801

South Frontenac, CIP Area: Harrowsmith, Contact: Forbes
Symones 613-376-3027 Ext 2235 or fsymon@southfrontenac.net

Wolfe Island

Janice Anderson first started making stained glass
items 25 years ago. Her semi-retirement has allowed
the hobby to become her business and thus My Wee
Glass Shop was born. Working out of workshop in
Sharbot Lake, Janice creates stained glass suncatchers,
panels and seasonal items. She specializes in creating
custom pet portraits. Visit by appointment by calling
613 375 6727. My Wee Glass Shop has online shops at
www.facebook.com/MyWeeGlassShop or www.etsy.
com/ca/shop/MyWeeGlassShop..
Robson Electric, formerly known as Ronfeld Electric
(Providing quality service for over 24 years), owned
and operated by Bradley Robson will be providing
licensed electrical services to the area bringing 13 years
of electrical experience to the business. Robson Electric
will be providing electrical services in new construction, renovation, repair, generator systems and water
access. For more information please contact Brad at
6133361513 or robsonelectric@outlook.com.
The Wolfe Island Records and Wolfe Island Spring
Craft Brewery are to be congratulated on their 1st
Annual Wolfe Island Garden Party being held June
15th, 16th and 17th. It will be a weekend of music,
agriculture and art. There will also be an open house
tour by foot, bike or wagon ride. All proceeds will be
going to the Wolfe Island Community Gardens. Weekend passes are $20; children free. The weekend also
serves as the opening of Chris Brown’s new record
label, Wolfe Island Records and the opening of the
Wolfe Island Springs Craft Brewery.
Celebrating their 5th anniversary is Frontenac CFDC
mascot, Huey’s favourite store, Sydenham Pet and
Farm Supply. Congratulations to Kerry and Bill
Arthur. Also celebrating a 5th anniversary are Francis,
Kathie, Olivia and Patrick Groenewegen at the
Limestone Organic Creamery.
Congratulations to Dr. Paul H. Radford, Optometrist,
on the renovations at his Sydenham office location. By
expanding the location, he can accommodate his clients in a larger office space, offering more product lines
and services. If you need glasses, contact lenses, or eye
exams, contact 613-376-3097 for an appointment.
Do you have business news you would like to share
in our next newsletter? Call 613-372-1414 or email
anne@frontenaccfdc.com by August 31.

Project Summary: To assist the Recipient with hiring a Trail Event
Planner to develop 3 events on the trail system in Frontenac
County in the shoulder seasons. Dollar Amount: $34,500

Frontenac Islands, CIP Area: Marysville Contact: Carol
Dwyre, 613-544-6348 or cdwyre@kos.net
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Congratulations!

Eastern Ontario Trail Alliance

Project Summary: Funding will assist market diversification for the Recipient through
trade show attendances in the United States.
Dollar Amount: $6,100
Project Summary: Funding is to enhance knowledge via skills training and assist with
trade show attendances. Dollar Amount: $1,454
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Project Summary: to assist with new location and promotion of Day of the Pig event in
Sharbot Lake. The Township of Central Frontenac also contributed.
Dollar Amount: $2,000

Mariclaro Canada Inc.

Debbie Reeve-Artist
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County of Frontenac

Records

Wolfe Island Records
Project Summary: To assist the Recipient with launch
event of record label and promotion of island businesses over a 3-day event. Dollar Amount: $2,500

Central Frontenac, CIP Area: Sharbot Lake Contact:
Cathy MacMunn, 613-279-2935 ext. 227 or cmacmunn@
centralfrontenac.com
North Frontenac CIP Area: Township-wide, Contact:
Corey Klatt, 613-479-2231 Ext. 233 or Recreation@
northfrontenac.ca ■

Ron and Anne Kortekaas, Owners, Eco Alternative Energy Ltd.

Power & Possibilities

For Ron and Anne Kortekaas, realizing a dream of an Frontenac CFDC, a non-profit organization that
alternative energy business in Sharbot Lake meant a understands launching and growing a business
major investment, new careers and a family move.
sometimes means taking risks. Ron and Anne
Working with the business experts at Frontenac received the short-term financing they needed to firmly
Community Futures Development Corporation establish Eco Alternative Energy Ltd.
(Frontenac CFDC) helped to keep their vision alive.

“We had a house to sell, another to buy and a
new business to learn,” remembers Anne, coowner with her husband Ron of Eco Alternative
Energy Ltd., specialists in solar and wind electrical
systems for residential and commercial properties.
To help ease the transition, Ron and Anne contacted

“They also told us about employee training
allowances,” says Ron, “and they keep in touch regularly
with news of workshop opportunities.” With funding
from Industry Canada, Frontenac CFDC also offers free
business advice for entrepreneurs and those looking to
start a business in the Frontenacs. “Frontenac CFDC
understands local business owners,” adds Anne.

For a free consultation, call 1-888-372-9962

How Can We Best Support
Food Producers & Processors?
The Frontenac CFDC will be working with the Township
of South Frontenac, County of Frontenac, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) and
the Kingston Economic Development Corp to determine
how we can best support food producers and processors
in South Frontenac. There are a growing number of food
processors in South Frontenac and a gap in the infrastructure and services they require to start or grow their businesses.   Development of the Food and Beverage sector in
South Frontenac will not only impact that sector, but has a
direct impact on the demand for local produce and act as
an attraction for visitors and events to the township.
We have been hearing from businesses that they are seeking access to local products, short term commercial kitchen
space, freezer/fridge space, distribution, specialized technical support, etc. So, over the coming months, food producers and processors will be contacted to determine what if
any services and infrastructure they require for their businesses. We will also survey existing commercial kitchens
in the township (community halls, churches) to determine
their rental capacity and better understand the current
reach and service gaps that the regional food hubs offer.
Staff at the CFDC and the County will also develop an understanding of the requirements of the health unit so they
can better guide their clients through the process and will
make the information available on the County’s portal.
The Frontenac CFDC board and staff would like to thank
the Township of South Frontenac for their generous financial support of $20,000 for this initiative. ■

Spotlight On Business

Capital Waterfowling:
from the ground up, in 3 short years

Capital Waterfowling call, manufactured by Bill Day in Frontenac County, sold nationally at Canadian Tire.

The Kingston Economic Development Corporation,
in partnership with the City of Kingston, and the
Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation, are launching Starter Company PLUS.
Existing and start-up businesses in Kingston and
Frontenac County are eligible to participate in the
program which includes training, advice, expert
guidance, support and the opportunity to qualify
for a limited number of financial grants. For more
information visit http://business.kingstoncanada.

Need funds to assist with
your business start-up?
Is your seasonal business
creating cashflow concerns?
Looking to expand
your business?
The Frontenac CFDC offers flexible
commercial financing up to $250,000
for new or existing businesses in the
County of Frontenac when financing
from traditional lenders is not
available or insufficient.
For more information on loans or to
discuss your business idea, please call
Tracey at 1-888-372-9962
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Ryan Reynolds, who is from Napanee, and his business
partner Eric Grypa, of Saskatoon, are unlikely entrepreneurs. They met because they were both working as water fowl guides, and not surprisingly they share a similar story. They were both introduced to waterfowling
as very young children, and grew up loving everything
about the sport, “the setting, the cameraderie, the challenge, the high success opportunities, just everything ...”
said Ryan Reynolds in a phone interview this week.
They also had been talking for years about one of the
key pieces of equipment that waterfowlers use, duck and
goose calls.
“We knew there was a gap. Nobody was in the elite market for bird calls. There were some small producers, sort
of mom and pop operations, but the only large suppliers
of quality calls were american, there was no Canadian
company in the market.”
After talking about what they like and don’t like about
different products in the market, and about the opportunity to get into a market that was waiting for someone
to jump in, the two men finally decided to take the leap.
In March of 2014 they established Capital Waterfowling.
“We had nothing, not a single sale lined up. We literally
kicked a snowball down the hill and we’ve been chasing
it ever since,” said Reynolds.
It’s been quite a chase. They have set up production capacity in two places, one of which is a metal shop at Bill
Day’s farm on the Harrowsmith Road, have gone to shows
and knocked on doors at retailers across the country to
line up sales, and participated in competitions to get
their name out there and in the minds of hunters.
And it has worked, better and faster than they could
have imagined. The kicker for them in the Canadian
market came when they recently signed a contract with
Canadian Tire. They were already supplying a number
of Canadian stores in different communities across the
country. As of the 2017 fall hunting sales season, which
starts in Canadian Tire stores in only a few weeks, Capital

Waterfowling duck and goose calls will be found in all
500 Canadian Tire stores in Canada. The initial order to
start the season is 25,000 units, and it could stretch out
to 35,000 or 40,000 once the season is over
“There is no other retailer in Canada in this industry on
the scale of Canadian Tire,” said Reynolds, and to get this
contract across the country represents a huge step for
us.”
The next step after that will be the US market, which is
what Ryan and Eric are starting to work on now.
In order to go from zero orders to 50,000 and now up to
100,000 units a year in the market, a lot has happened
in 3 years.
For one thing, creating a quality product and getting the
word out has been essential.
“We’ve made changes to the calls as we’ve gone along to
what we we think puts out the best quality and sound,
just as capable as the top calls in the world that are being
made. And they have made their mark at Canadian and
international competitions,” he said.
The other aspect to the business is production, and that
is where Billy Day and the Frontenac CFDC have come
in.
“We had been working with the CFDC in Perth, and then
we started to talking to Billy Day about him producing
some of our lines at his metal shop, and he really helped
us fine tune our lines and our production. And since he
is located in Frontenac County, we went to see the staff
at the Frontenac CFDC. They kind of gave us our start.
Without the help of the CFDC we would not be where
we are. The CFDC as stepped up and helped us get what
we need to make crucial deals able to go through. The
team at the CFDC has allows been like silent partners to
us and we will not at any time be forgetting where we
came form and who helped us achieve what we have"
Article by Jeff Green, The Frontenac News ■

Join Us on Facebook

The Frontenac CFDC is now using its Facebook to promote local
entrepreneurs and their businesses. Email Anne (anne@frontenaccfdc.com)
a photo of you at your business together with a sentence about your
business and your website, Facebook and/or Twitter address(es) and we
will post it to our Facebook.

For more on our services visit www.frontenaccfdc.com

Frontenac Agricultural News

Back Forty Cheese - Join Jenna and Jeff Fenwick for their season opener of Back Forty Artisan Cheese from 10 am to 4 pm on Saturday, June 24th with local beer
and wine, music, food, fresh curds and tours. Free admission. 1406 Gulley RD, Mississippi Station.
Brewery Discovery Routes - The Frontenac CFDC and its FAB Region partners just had an opportunity to participate in the GreenBelt's Discovery Routes. Each of
us was allowed to submit 5 points of interest along the route with the points being breweries, cheese factories, farmer's markets and an outdoor attraction. The
Frontenac points of interest on the tour are: Wolfe Island Spring Craft Brewery, Back Forty Artisan Cheese, Frontenac Farmer's Market, Sharbot Lake Farmer's Market and
the Godfrey Sculpture Park. For a hard copy guide, drop by the Frontenac CFDC and for the electronic version visit http://www.greenbeltfund.ca/brewery_discovery_routes#/

Frontenac Farmer’s Market – open 9 am to 2 pm Saturday’s at the Prince Charles Public School in Verona
Sharbot Lake Farmer’s Market – open 9 am to 1 pm, Sharbot Lake Beach, Sharbot Lake

Wolfe Island Spring Craft Brewery
What better way to enjoy a warm summer evening than
sitting on the waterfront patio of the Wolfe Island Grill with
a refreshing pint of beer – not any beer, but one of the
newly launched Wolfe Island Spring Craft Brewery beers.
I am delighted to announce that the Wolfe Island Spring
Craft Brewery officially opens June 15th with a line-up of
historic themed beers that honour the region’s history.
Wolfe Island is named after General James Wolfe. Because
of where the island is in relation to Kingston and Fort Henry, the land was used as a strategic military point between
the United States and Canada. It was also used historically as a strategic place for smuggling alcohol during the
prohibition era. One of the beers that has been created
to honour the history and is the brewery’s signature brew
is the Wolfestein Cannonball Ale. “It is a German steinbier brewed with an authentic 36lb solid iron cannonball,
dredged from the bottom of lake Ontario” says co-founder and brewmaster Rene Ziegelmaier. “This cannonball
would have been fired on our great lakes during conflicts
surrounding the War of 1812. Two centuries later we put
our unique spin on the steinbier process. We heat the cannonball significantly hotter than the Germans brewers
would have heated their stones. This heat caramelizes sugars from the malt to help balance bitterness from the hops,
as well the cannonball leaves residual iron in the beer this
gives the beer its crisp and refreshing finish.”
Another historic beer with an interesting story is the Wolfe
Island Springs Amherst Beer recreated from the diary of
General Jeffery Amherst, Commander-in-Chief of the British
Forces during the Seven Year War (1756-1763). At the time,
it was believed that the beer could fight off scurvy in the
troops, so Amherst insisted all troops had some available. It
was a spruce beer, using spruce chips instead of hops.
Other historic beers include Billy Bishop Red Ale (an Irish
hoppy aromatic red), Lighthouse Lager (based on traditional German pilsners) and Zesty Wit (Belgian style white
beer brewed with orange zest and coriander). Co-founder
Casey Fisher says the beers will initially be served at his two
restaurants, The Wolfe Island Grill and the Mansion and
sold at Fargo’s General Store, before appearing in other
Kingston restaurants and pubs and some select Toronto
establishments.
Aside from history, Casey says their location also gives
them a unique advantage. Their brewery sits conveniently
on top of old artisan springs, allowing them to use pure
spring water in their beer. In addition, he cites the fact that
they have full access to local farmers for ingredients.
“I first met Anne Prichard and Sue Theriault at the Frontenac
CFDC office in Harrowsmith in December 2012” says Casey.
“ Since then I have had the privilege of working with Anne
and Sue and many other faces of the CFDC. The Wolfe Island Grill was the first project I worked on with them in

Rene Zieglemaier and Casey Fisher, Wolfe Island Spring Craft Brewery. Photo credit Todd Muller.
2013. They have been an incredibly resourceful office aiding in everything from networking to funding and grants.
I am proud to have this team in my corner once again in
our newest venture "Wolfe Island Spring Craft Brewery".
I would highly recommend that anyone with new or existing business ventures in the Frontenac region take the
time to tap into these people’s incredible knowledge and
resources. We are indeed very fortunate to have such an
asset in our community.”
It is an interesting story on how the brewery cam to be on
the island. I struck up a conversation with Rene Ziegelmaier when he wandered by the Food and Beverage (FAB)
Region’s exhibit at the Ontario Craft Brewer’s Association’s
Conference October 2015. He and his wife had recently
emigrated from Brazil to Waterloo, Ontario where his wife
was working at the university. At the time, Rene was attending the American Brewers Guild’s Craft Brewers’ Apprenticeship Program in Boston and he dreamed of opening his own brewery. Rene is a 5th generation brew master.
His passion for German beers comes honestly as he first
started brewing beer with his German grandfather at the
age of 7. We talked about the merits of opening a brewery
in Eastern Ontario and Rene accepted an invitation to visit.

As it happens, the Township of Frontenac Islands was hosting a grand opening for the new cardlock system on the
island November 7th and I thought this would be a good
opportunity for Rene to meet a few people and get a feel
for the place. We dropped by the Wolfe Island Grill to introduce Rene to Casey Fisher, so Rene could get an entrepreneur’s perspective of doing business on the island. We
had a few moments to spare before catching the ferry so
we popped by the MetalCraft Marine building (old Kraft
plant) to meet Tom Wroe. As it turned out, Rene thought
the building would make a great location for a brewery.
The ferry line was much longer than I had anticipated so
Rene ended up walking on to the ferry as a wet snow began to fall and I wondered what type of impression that
would make on Rene.
As it turned out, Casey knew of artisan springs on the island and had been looking to open a brewery for the past
few years to compliment his existing businesses. The next
thing I knew was that Casey and Rene had gone into partnership to open the Wolfe Island Spring Craft Brewery at
the former Kraft cheese plant. Cheers to Rene and Casey.
Article by Anne Prichard, Frontenac CFDC ■

Ontario’s artisan Food and Beverage (FAB) Region is a unique economic development partnership between Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation and the counties of Hastings, Prince Edward, Lennox & Addington with a goal of helping
entrepreneurs ‘live their dream’ of operating an artisanal food and beverage business.
Our partnership began with the launch of an Invest In Cheese initiative in 2009 and it proved to be so successful that we are strengthening our partnership to establish our area as Ontario’s premier Food and Beverage (FAB) Region. Our current focus is on
attracting craft breweries to the region and you may download our iCraftBrew app on How to Start a Craft Brewery by visiting our website. We are here to help you turn your dream into reality.
We will devote this section of our quarterly newsletter to feature a local “FAB” business. If you are the owner of an artisan food or beverage business and would like to be featured in an upcoming issue, contact Anne Prichard at 613-372-1414.
Check us out on Twitter @FABRegion , Facebook @FABRegion and www.fabregion.ca

For a free consultation, call 1-888-372-9962

