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Congratulations!
Local business recognized in Profit Magazine Hot 50 - Congratulations to local economic
development firm, Millier Dickinson Blais, for earning a spot on the prestigious 11th annual
Profit Hot 50 List http://bit.ly/9TcK7O. The Profit Hot 50 is the definitive ranking of Canada’s
emerging Growth Companies and ranks young firms by two-year revenue growth.
Established in 2007 with offices is Harrowsmith, Hamilton and Toronto, Millier Dickinson Blais
has worked with clients ranging from small rural communities to some of the biggest cities in
Canada. The firm has worked with companies of all sizes, from start-ups to large
multi-national corporations and has quickly become an industry leader in Canada’s economic
development sector.

building business—growing communities

News From the Frontenac CFDC

The company received Eastern Ontario Development Program funding in 2007 through the
Frontenac CFDC to obtain professional expertise in the areas of communications technology
and marketing strategy to expand the business.
Shanti Yoga Retreat - Welcome to Wendy and Darin Madore who recently relocated their
business, Shanti Yoga Retreat, to Wolfe Island. At Shanti guests can disconnect from busy
schedules and enjoy the peace and tranquilly of the countryside with a yoga retreat. For more
information visit www.shantiretreat.ca.
Sharbot Lake Inn - We would also like to congratulate Sandra White and her family as the
new owners of the Sharbot Lake Inn. You may have noticed new and exciting changes at the
Inn including a wonderful new menu. For more information about the Inn and to check out
their great adventure packages visit www.sharbotlakeinn.com
Ella’s Café - Welcome to Ella Vanderburgt who is opening Ella’s Café and Bakery on Hwy 38
in Harrowsmith. Join them for fresh coffee, delicious meals and freshly made baked goods at
their Grand Opening October 1.
(Do you have business new to share ? Let us know info@frontenaccfdc.com)

Frontenac CFDC Invites Input on New Strategies
The Frontenac CFDC is renewing its strategic plan to identify new community priorities and
provide direction for its services over the next three years. The CFDC’s purpose is best
summed up by the phrase “building business, growing communities.” With investment financing, advice, counselling and support for new and existing businesses, it encourages community and economic development throughout the Frotnenacs.
Over the next couple of months the CFDC will be inviting public input on what residents, entrepreneurs and community leaders see as the county’s best future opportunities. It wants to
know how the community feels about priorities for support, barriers to be overcome, and the
performance of the CFDC’s various programs and services.
Some of the initial topics proposed for public consultation include:
•

building vibrant sustainable communities

•

renewing tourism attractions and facilities

•

local food

•

value-added approaches to agriculture

•

infrastructure and office facilities for new/expanding business

•

renewable energy opportunities.

Other ideas are welcome on how the CFDC might work with its community partners to nurture
new/existing businesses, new jobs, well managed population growth and a first-class quality
of life. To participate in the process please contact us at: 613-372-1414,
1-888-372-9962 or info@frontenaccfdc.com
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County of Frontenac GIS Project
Frontenac County Council adopted Directions for Our Future, the County’s sustainability plan, in September 2009. One
of the projects identified by the community as a priority was the creation of a Frontenac GIS (Geographic Information
System) mapping system. Council approved the GIS project and authorized a budget of $190,000. Since early this year,
all of the necessary technical hardware and software to work on this project has been purchased and installed. The
equipment will allow for the creation of web portals for sharing GIS information with the Townships and public.
With the support of the Eastern Ontario Development Program’s Youth Internship Program through the Frontenac
CFDC, the County was able to hire Kevin Farrell as a GIS Specialist in February. Kevin has been working on the
collection of data (road networks, environmentally sensitive areas, aggregate sites, floodplains, etc.) from the Province
and Townships. Kevin also contributed to the mapping required for the Eastern Ontario Broadband Initiative. Early this
Fall, the County will release a public web site to allow citizens, tourists and businesses to access all of this mapping
information for the Frontenacs. For more information on this initiative, contact Joe Gallivan, Manager of Sustainability
Planning, County of Frontenac.

Construction Begins On Eastern Ontario’s Broadband Network
Ontario’s largest rural broadband network is ready to begin construction. The high-speed Internet infrastructure project
will connect with local delivery systems to provide service to an estimated 95% of businesses and residents in Eastern
Ontario. The Honourable Chuck Strahl, Canada’s Minister of Transport and Infrastructure, and the Honourable Carol
Mitchell, Ontario’s Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, together with Eastern Ontario Warden’s Caucus Inc.
announced this landmark partnership on Sept. 1st to start construction of the broadband network in Eastern Ontario.
Bell Aliant and Bell have been selected to build the core backbone fibre network and by using their extensive communications and technology expertise, they will be enabling access to faster, next generation broadband technology to 95%
of this Eastern Ontario region. Barrett Xplore Inc is the other private sector partner that will be providing innovative
broadband solutions for rural Ontario.
The CFDCs in Eastern Ontario undertook the initial Broadband GAP analysis in 2005, which helped stimulate investment
in Broadband by both senior levels of government. This was one of the very first regional projects under EODP—then
referred to as EODF. Subsequently, the CFDCs provided funding to the Eastern Ontario Warden’s Caucus to undertake
a further analysis of Broadband coverage—in particular for greater bandwidth and commercial applications and to develop a business case for government funding at this level.

Village Beautification Project
In June the Frontenac CFDC partnered with the Township of South Frontenac to start a Village Beautification pilot
project for the summer. The purpose of the initiative was to assist businesses with façade improvements by providing
summer student labour. Verona and Sydenham were selected after having participated in the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs' First Impressions Program. One of the suggestions that came out of that program was the need
for some village beautification. Ethan, the summer student, worked his way through Verona and Sydenham painting and
sprucing up a number of businesses. See some of the before and after pictures of Ethan’s great work, thanks Ethan!
Businesses who participated:
•

Verona Convenience

•

Sydenham Food Mart

•

Rona Hardware

•

E-Clips

•

Trousdale General Store

•

Memory Lane Flowers\

•

The Mudhouse

•

Sydenham One Stop

Top: Sydenham Food Mart
(before & after). Bottom: Memory
Lane Flowers (before & after)

Eastern Ontario Development Program
The Eastern Ontario Development Program (EODP) is a federal government program that invests in five key economic
priorities: Business Development, Community Development, Skills Development, Attracting and Retention of Youth, and
Access to Capital.
Currently, the Frontenac CFDC’s funding for EODP is fully expended for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2011, except
for Access to Capital. If additional fund become available for the other programs a media release will be posted on the
“What’s New” section of our website www.frontenaccfdc.com/whatsnew

Is Your Business Eligible for an Interest-Free Loan?
The Eastern Ontario Development Program’s Access to Capital program provides non-interest bearing loans to County
of Frontenac businesses to…
•

Develop vacant or underutilized commercial/retail properties that result in job creation/maintenance

•

Façade improvements on commercial/retail properties located in villages

•

Purchase and installation of alternative energy where the energy will be used for the operation of the business/farm

•

Upgrading of septic systems for businesses

For more information, contact Kevin Doyle at 613-372-1414 or toll free at 1-888-372-9962

Do You Need Financial Assistance to
Start or Grow your Business?
The Frontenac CFDC is currently offering “Stimulus Loans” - flexible commercial financing of up to $250,000* for viable
business projects in the County of Frontenac for start-up, relocation, stabilization or expansion stage. (* note loans of up
to $250,000 are available until March 2011, after that the maximum available is $150,000).

Community Adjustment Fund
The Board of the Frontenac CFDC is please to announce that they were successful in obtaining $300,000 for the federal
government’s Community Adjustment Fund. The funds will be used to provide loans to existing businesses in the County
of Frontenac. For more information on the Frontenac CFDC’s commercial financing, or to obtain an application, please
contact Kevin Doyle at 613-372-1414, 1-888-372-9962 or email kevin@frontenaccfdc.com.

Our Investments
Amount lent to local businesses since inception (January 2004) $4,088,000
Amount lent to local businesses during this fiscal year (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010) $885,500
18 new jobs created and 36 jobs maintained during this fiscal year

Small Business Trade Show
You’re invited to attend our 2nd Small Business Trade Show on Thursday, October 21st to learn about our local
businesses and the products and services they have to offer. The trade show will be held from 3:00 to 7:00 pm in the
gymnasium of the Harrowsmith Free Methodist Church, Harrowsmith Road (aka Rutledge Road). Admission is Free, all
are welcome. Watch for the October 14th edition of the North Frontenac News to see a complete listing of participating
businesses, seminars being offered, and draw prizes including an iPhone, overnight accommodation, jewelry and more.
Please join the board and staff of the Frontenac CFDC to pay tribute to our local businesses during small business week.

Northern Connections - Feedback
Northern Connections is asking for some feedback about training courses
they will be offering in the Fall. They are looking to offer either the Tree Feller Training program or Fork Lift machine operator training. If you have any
interest in taking either of these courses please let them know at 613-2792499 or by email at ncalc@frontenac.net

We Would Like To Hear From You
What seminar topics interest you? Starting a Business, Marketing, Succession Planning, Selling On-line, How to use Paypal, Using Social Media as a
Promotional Tool, Other. What is the best time of day for seminars?
Please send your comments to krista@frontenaccfdc.com

About the
Frontenac CFDC
The Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation
is a non-profit organization
whose mission is to stimulate
community and economic development
throughout
the
Frontenacs. Run by a volunteer
board of directors and funded
by the Federal Development
Agency of Southern Ontario,
the Frontenac CFDC offers free
business advice, workshops
and commercial financing to
entrepreneurs and those looking to start businesses in the
Frontenacs.
The Frontenac CFDC also provides support
to
initiatives
that are designed to stimulate economic development in
the County of Frontenac, and
business planning assistance to
community organizations.

Pat & Dave Storms, Owners, Frontenac Shores

Vision & Vacations
Pat and Dave Storms had a vision of transforming the rustic Twin Pines
Resort on Mississagagon Lake into Eastern Ontario’s first year-round
fractional ownership cottage resort. They approached the Frontenac
Community Futures Development Corporation (Frontenac CFDC) to help
them with their business start-up. “The Frontenac CFDC helped us kick-start
our business and allowed us to grow,” says Pat. “When no one would lend
us that pivotal loan to get us started, the Frontenac CFDC did.”
The Frontenac CFDC is a non-profit organization funded by FedDev Ontario,
offering free business advice, workshops and commercial financing to
entrepreneurs and those looking to start a business in the Frontenacs.
After extensive research and planning, Pat and Dave opened the doors to
Frontenac Shores where vacationers can now enjoy the benefits of a
lakeshore retreat at a fraction of the cost of owning a conventional cottage.
Frontenac Shores is now 90% sold out on their Phase One cottages and
have started construction on Phase Two. “No one cottage is empty at any
time, even in the winter, people use their weeks,” says Pat.
“The Frontenac CFDC’s investment in Frontenac Shores is an investment in
our local economy,” says Liz Crothers, Frontenac CFDC Chair. “By Supporting the Storms in their dream for a year-round resort, we are also assisting
other local businesses that will benefit from the increase in the number of
four-season cottagers.”

Frontenac Community Futures
Development Corporation
4917 Rd. 38, Harrowsmith,
Ontario K0H 1V0
613-372-1414,
Toll Free 1-888-372-9962, or
www.frontenaccfdc.com
Visit our website and make
use of the many on-line resources available including business information and e-learning
courses
Promote your company FREE
in the on-line business directory
or advertise your community
event
Sign up for notification of
upcoming events and news on
our website.

